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Peterborough Diner's Software Gift Goes to MDS and CHESCO, Inc. 
 

April 7, 2008…Thanks to the Peterborough Diner, 
Monadnock Developmental Services has been able to 
add $10,000 in software to the SymQuest Group's 
Office Makeover project so that CHESCO, Inc. of 
Keene will be better able to deliver community and 
employment support services to the Monadnock 
region. 

In early March, SymQuest Group chose CHESCO, 
Inc. as the winner of its SymPowered $25,000 Office 
Makeover, which will provide a much-needed 
technical update of its systems. In addition to these 
hardware upgrades, CHESCO has also received 
$10,000 in Microsoft software, a donation from MDS 
via the Peterborough Diner. As a result of these 
contributions, CHESCO's office infrastructure, 
communications systems and report processing will 
be drastically improved and streamlined.  

"We're grateful to MDS and SymQuest for allowing us to dramatically improve how we serve our 
clients," says Joan Moura, Executive Director of CHESCO, Inc. "With this makeover and new software, 
we'll have better capabilities to deliver community-related services to fulfill our mission of helping 
individuals with developmental disabilities, mental illness and at-risk behaviors live and work 
successfully in their communities." 

Late last fall, Patrick Healey, owner of the Peterborough Diner, approached Alan Greene to offer MDS a 
software package worth $10,000 that he had won in a raffle. "I knew about the good work done by MDS 
for people with disabilities, and I wanted them to benefit from this, particularly since I didn't need it for 
my business," claims Healey. 

"We were pleased to be considered," commented Alan Greene. "Although we ourselves weren't in a 
position to put the software to immediate use, we knew one of our partner agencies that was desperately 
in need of just this sort of thing. It was the perfect opportunity to put the gift to work."  

With offices in Keene and Peterborough, MDS and its partners provide services to children and adults 
with developmental and other disabilities - 700 families, more than 1,000 individuals in the Monadnock 
region.  MDS has as its mission to work toward inclusion, participation and mutual relationships for all 
people who are at risk of isolation from the community. 

Applying and winning the SymQuest grant funding put CHESCO and MDS in a position to combine 
resources to bring about the total Office Makeover that CHESCO hopes to have installed, trained and 
running full force within two to three months.  

"It's a whole new world for us and for our service professionals who will be more efficient and thus much 
more effective in providing quality services." Moura mused, "We're grateful to these organizations for 
helping bring us into the 21st century!" 

Patrick Healey (far left) and Alan Greene of MDS 
present $10,000 gift to Joan Moura of CHESCO, 

Inc. in front of the Peterborough Diner. 


