Helping people with developmental disabilities cimtte to their communities

Cameron Tease of Harrisville has been recognizeddryad-
nock Developmental Services as an outstanding meailibe
community with the presentation of the Dennis DIibuCitizen
of Honor Award. Tease is being honored for hidhasiastic
support, dedication and tireless work in assisitnajviduals and
families with developmental and other disabilities.

Tease has lived in the Monadnock region for moaa 20
years, and works as the Corporate Risk Manageraakésm
Corporation in Keene. Since moving to New Hampshie has
served on dozens of community boards and grouplsidimg
Cedarcrest; the EIm City Rotary Club; the FamilypSaort
Council; the Harrisville, Westmoreland and Keenbdd
Boards; Monadnock Developmental Services; Monadi@ak-
ily Services; and as Campaign Chair for the Mona#ndnited
Way in 1988-89. He is a new board member at HoeitH-
care, Hospice and Community Services (HCS).

Tease’s work in the community became more focuseithase
with disabilities when his 17-year-old son, Searifesed a
traumatic brain injury in a car accident eighteearg ago.
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His commitment to Sean was to create a place thatashome
for him, a place where people could come and gth mormal
activities. At the same time, he worked with oghacross the
state to form the New Hampshire Brain Injury StegiCommit-
tee, a group that works on a grassroots leveldease aware-
ness of brain injury. Tease’s work in the commyitll con-
tinue despite the fact Sean passed away in lated¥lthys year.

He is helping to create more opportunities for ¢hadth brain
injuries and associated disabilities so that theylose in active,
loving and supportive environments as they buile tite skills.

“For the past twelve years, Cameron Tease hagstadta life
for his son in a way that is the essence of selfrdanation,”
says Alan Greene, Executive Director of MDS. “Ratthan

give up or give in, Cameron and his son’s motheari® worked
together to provide the best quality of life, thesnmeaningful
days possible for their son.” Greene relates tafliease story
shows how families, individuals, support staff, aednmunity
members can come together to make life betterdopfe and the
communities they live in.

The DiTullio Citizen of Honor Award was presentedltease on
Thursday evening, June 14, at a special celebrati®apagallo’s
Restaurant. Longtime friend Donald Shumway, Pregidad
CEO of Crotched Mountain and former New Hampshioen€
missioner of Health and Human Services, spoke wimth and
admiration about Tease, citing his unflagging eéffan advocat-
ing for improving services for those with disaldg in our com-
munities and nationally. He talked about his gbigtpowerful
way of getting people to listen and become motiyadteact.
Shumway talked about a trip with Tease to Washim@€ to
speak before the National Press Club on issuestaifepeople
with brain injuries and disabilities. “After ourgsentation, all



the reporters rushed to Cameron — quiet Camerorfinrd out
more,” mused Shumway. “He should write a bodb#tyocacy for
Shy PeopleHe is an amazing person.”

Larry Butcher, Chair of the Family Support Counspoke of
Tease as a father and friend: “I've had the grkstsure of call-
ing Cameron a close friend ever since | saw hindiggithe
Family Council as our Chair for several years — tedadded
pleasure of being with Sean and meeting his faraitg his ex-
tended family of caregivers.” Butcher continuedhé&Tcare and
support that Cameron and the entire group provide&ean in
his own home for the many years since his tragitdaat re-
flects the love, and the very essence of gentlehieg and per-
sonal respect, that on our best days we try to &bl

“No matter if it is as a position on the Boardifectors for
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MDS or a captain for the Monadnock United Way fog town
of Harrisville, Cameron has always given 100% hyisg on
committees and boards in the Monadnock Regionléctsf Bob
Elliott, Chair of the Developmental Disabilities @wmil and
Chief Financial Officer of MDS. “His thoughtful appach and
commitment to his family and the agencies thateséhis region
have been astonishing and exemplary. Few of usddmriable
to find a better example of energy and dedicatioarty cause.
He is truly an inspiration to us all.”

Manfredo Torelli, President of the MDS Board, arldrA
Greene, Executive Director of MDS, presented thardvand a
memorial plaque to Tease. Tease was also laudéadifitial
proclamations from both the New Hampshire SenatieHsouse,
given in turn by Senator Molly Kelly and Represén@aSuz-
anne Butcher.

Tease thanked all those in the community for thepport and
dedication: “I am honored to receive this award| have been
blessed by the generosity and dedication of oth&hss year’s
Citizen of Honor event was underwritten by Willidktalker
and Jennie Norman and by Peerless Insurance.
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The Dennis DiTullio Citizen of Honor Award is givemnually
by Monadnock Developmental Services in recognitibout-
standing community service on behalf of people digabili-
ties, and for enthusiastic support, dedicationtiaetess work
in assisting individuals and families with develagmtal and
other disabilities. The Award is named in honoKetne
citizen Dennis DiTullio, who was the co-founder lwiill
Lynch of the MDS 600 Club.

The 600 Club is quiet group of Friends of MDS, caittex
citizens who have pledged support for a three—yednod to
help fund the unmet needs of those with disalsliti®©ver the
past five years, dozens of members have pledgedfehou-
sands of dollars to help in funding a special pigcequipment
or critical service that will make all the differanin the world
to the quality of life of an individual.
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At the Awards event, Dennis DiTullio reminded threup: “If
today someone had a good day, in part becauseaifpelople
like Cameron and members of the 600 Club have bbknto
do, we're happy. And we hope that tomorrow they lcave
another good and meaningful day."



